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Good Morning Imabetsu! | just returned from a week in Kauai, Hawaii. Most of you
have heard of Hawaii, but Kauai might not be familiar. It is the most eastern Hawaiian
island and the least developed. It is known for its great natural beauty in canyons,
cliffs, and beaches. OO0 0000 OO0OO0OO0OOOOODOOOUOOOOOOOOOOO
000000 00D0o0oOoC0cOO0OO0000o0ooooDoooOoCcO0Ooooooooon
OgoooooOoOoOoObOD 0000000000 0oooooooooobobbobobobn
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This was my first time back in America since | came to Japan a year and a half ago, but it didn't feel like
the America | know! Hawaii has a unique mix of cultures, including native Hawaiian (Polynesian), white
Americans, Japanese, Chinese, and Phillipino. | ate a pastry called “‘manju’ from the Phillipines. It has red
bean paste inside, but instead of mochi, the outside is fried pastry ? delicious! | also ate wild goat,
coconuts and ono fish, which are local foods.O 0 00000000000 OOOOO0O0OOOOOOOOOO
0000000000000 00O00OOooOOO00000 OO0 0000DDoooOO (oooooo)o oooo
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| met two good friends from university in Honolulu and we flew together to Kauai, about 30min by plane.
We camped, hiked, talked a lot, and swam in the clear blue. We forgot it was January! The Hawaiian word
for thank you is "'mahalo” and it felt like “arigatou™ to me. If you ever get a chance to visit Hawaii, go to
Kauai, it's a breathtaking place. 000000000 0DO0OO0ODOODODOOOOOOOODOODOOOOOOO
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