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Happy Spring Imabetsu! There may still be snow on the ground, but the Vernal
Equinox on March 21 means that spring has come.
This day is an ancient symbol of unity and balance in nature because day and night
are each 12 hours long. On April 22, Earth Day is celebrated in America. Earth Day
began in 1970 with the help of President Kennedy. Earth Day is a day to think about
what we as humans are doing to our world.
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It is especially important to get children involved in Earth Day, so there are many activities. For example,
beach clean-ups, tree plantings, bike parades, and using recycled materials to make art in communities all
over America. When | was a junior high school student, | volunteered to teach people about why parks are
important in the city.
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Since 1995, Ashio town in Tochigi has held an annual tree-planting festival on Earth Day. The trees are
planted to conteract the effects of copper mine that was built over 100 years ago. Actions like this make
Earth Day special, because it is day for people to gather. But, as the slogan goes, Earth Day is Everyday.
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