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Good Morning Imabetsu! Before | came to live in Imabetsu, | knew about a few aspects
of Japanese culture like karaoke, tea ceremony, and the writer Haruki Murakami. The
April 3rd edition of the New York Times magazine, a section of one of the most read
newspapers in America, featured an article about Japanese art. The focus was on Tokyo,
but Hirosaki born Yoshitomo Nara was in it too! He has become so famous lately that
my mom even sent me a postcard of one of his drawings. Of course, | can get plenty of Nara stuff here
but... There is an exhibit of Nara's work until May 22nd in Hirosaki at the Yoshii Brick Brewhouse.
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Since I've been in Japan, | have been introduced to lots more Japanese culture. Perhaps the best
example is Yosakoi. Its all over Aomori, and the rest of Japan, and its awesome! |I've been dancing with
the Imabetsu group since last year and it has allowed me to feel like a part of this town, rather than just
an alien with blonde hair. On April 10, members of the Yosakoi group danced on stage with the musical
group Shirakami at Aomori's Bunka Kaikan. Some of the kids performed a Yosakoi dance and the adult
members did Arama dance. It was so exciting to watch! | felt proud to live in Imabetsu and know Arama.
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During the concert, an American musician played the Tsugaru shamisen with the group. He spoke some
Japanese. It was really cool to see a foreigner playing the shamisen, the exchange of cultures. It made
me want to learn to play it! But then it looks quite hard..
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