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Good morning Imabetsu! When | learned that | was going Imabetsu, | was told that a
unique dialect very unlike standard Japanese is spoken there. My two years of
Japanese language study had not prepared me for Tsugaru ben, but | didn't worry.
When | arrived in Imabetsu, | didn't understand much of went on around me, that lasted
for about a year actually, but | just assumed my listening was poor. Then | took a trip
to Kyoto in May of 2004. | realized then that Tsugaru people do speak quite differently from people in
other parts of Japan.0 0 0 000 O0O0O0O0OO0OCOCOCOOOO0OO0OOO0OODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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Because Tsugaru ben is so unique and well-known, many people want to teach it to me. It's a been a fun
way to make friends, and a learning experience for both of us. Some of my very kind and funny teachers
include Mr. Kojima, Keiko from the elementary school, Ms. Kitsu, and many students, namely Meiko.

| greatly appreciate your humor and help. Please help me again for the upcoming Tsugaru ben Taikai!
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Last year, | participated in the Tsugaru ben Taikai in Tsuruta Town. In its 9th year, it's an event for
foreigners to showcase their talent, in Tsugaru ben. | performed a SMAP song with 4 foreigner friends. It
was a hit with the local grandmas! This year, my interest in and knowledge of Tsugaru ben has multiplied
and | am writing an original script. It will a tanuki from Tokyo, yosakoi dancing, Aoni onsen, and
Imabetsu’s Hongakuji. | would love if my friends from Imabetsu would come and watch in Tsuruta Town,
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