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Hello everyone! This is your ALT Conner!
BEETAh. ThICBIE, ALTOOF+—TTY,

| hope everyone’s been staying cool. It's been especially hot this summer. Depending on when you're
reading, | might be in Hokkaido right now. My parents fell in love with Hakodate during their trip last year
and are staying for a whole week! I'll be working in Imabetsu during the weekdays, but | plan to spend the
weekend travelling with them.
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“Is this deja vu? Didn’t Conner just write about traveling with his parents last month?”

Well, yes:-- but this time the roles are reversed. My parents are visiting me in Japan for the summer, and
that means I'm in charge of travel planning. That means booking hotels, reserving event tickets, and
navigating us wherever we need to go. It can be a little stressful to get the schedule to line up, but I'm
incredibly thankful to get to spend so much time with my parents.
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While I'm looking forward to further travel with my parents this month, some readers may have already
seen my parents in town. My parents have actually been in Japan since early June! They get to stay for a
long time because they are both teachers. In American schools, both students and teachers get to enjoy
summer vacation. Thanks to this system, | always got to share my summer vacation with my parents. While
I might not be a student anymore, I'm so glad | get to share another Summer with my parents.
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Unfortunately, this schedule does mean that they must return to work before the Arama Festival, but I'll be
joining practices this year for the Imabetsu-style of Arama dancing. They might come to watch, so I'll do my
best to show them Imabetsu culture.
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Have a good summer everyone!
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